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Information Disclosure Statement 


L The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on September 6, 2002 was filed 
after the mailing date of the final rejection on September 9, 2001. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. However, it is noted that the information 
disclosure statement submitted at a later date (October 10, 2002) contains each of the documents 
cited on the September 6, 2002 IDS, and that the October 10, 2002 IDS has already been 
addressed on the record. Specifically, all documents cited on the September 6, 2002 IDS have 
already been made of record in the case, either by the IDS of Oct. 10, 2002, or previously. 
Accordingly, the IDS submitted on September 6, 2002 is not being considered since all 
documents cited thereon are already of record. 


2. The reply brief filed November 4, 2002 has been entered and considered. The application 
has been forwarded to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences for decision on the appeal 


3. In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, TC 3700 is encouraging FAXing 
of responses to Office Actions directly into the Group at (703) 872-9302 or, for responses after 
final rejection only, to (703) 872-9303. This practice may be used for filing papers not requiring 
a fee. It may also be used for filing papers which require a fee by applicants who authorize 
charges to a PTO deposit account. Please identify the examiner and art unit at the top of your 
cover sheet. Papers submitted via FAX into TC 3700 will be promptly forwarded to the 
examiner. 


Response to Reply Brief 


Conclusion 
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Art Unit: 3722 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erica E Cadugan whose telephone number is (703) 308-6395. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrea L. Wellington can be reached on (703) 308-2159. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9302 for 
regular communications and (703) 872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 



Erica E Cadugan 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3722 
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